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Responsible Sourcing Policy
Lyons Seafoods recognises that there are various environmental and ecological issues associated with seafood products (whether originating from aquaculture or wild capture). 

These issues can not only affect the overall sustainability of the target species but also that of the wider ecosystem. 

Lyons Seafoods is committed to ensuring their products are sourced under a minimum set of sustainable, ecological and socially equitable conditions.
Lyons Seafoods strives to build partnerships with all its suppliers to ensure every one of them understands their responsibility for the sustainability of all seafood production.

Lyons Seafoods has a Special Projects Management Team that drives the sustainability agenda. The team is tasked with the job of analysing and interpreting the very latest scientific data and to advise on sourcing policy and decisions based upon these analyses.

Each species sourced by Lyons Seafoods is risk-assessed to evaluate biology, science, stock management, environmental impact assessment, ethical trading and are scored against a range of clearly defined criteria. 

The final score enables Lyons Seafoods to determine the sustainability status of each fish species by supplier and fishing/farming method and determines whether a species is approved for use (or not) using the following rating:
Banned 
Stop or No Supply- 

Serious concerns exist about the level of fish currently being taken, the methods used or the lack of a proper management regime to preserve stocks
Serious concerns exist about the farm management, the methods, the environmental impact of the facilities and/or serious breach of the LSF ethical trading base code.
Companies that continuously fail to demonstrate implementation of an agreed fisheries, aquaculture or ethical improvement programme.
Approved- Non RS- 
The product is from an approved & agreed farm or fishery base. 

The supplier doesn’t fully comply with the Lyons RS approval scheme but has agreed to address the gaps through the implementation of a fishery, aquaculture or ethical improvement programme.
All sites of production are registered on SEDEX

Approved – RS- 
The product is from an approved & agreed farm or fishery base.

The supplier fully meets the requirements of Lyons RS approval scheme.

All sites of production are registered on SEDEX, with the self assessment questionnaires fully completed. In addition, for high risk countries, the sites of production must undergo a SMETA audit on a 3 yearly cycle.



Approved- Sustainable- The Fishery or the Farm has been independently certified

(ISO65) as sustainable (MSC), and has undergone and been found fully compliant with a SMETA audit.
The scores can fluctuate within the same species depending on origin, as there are often differences in the catch/farming methods, environmental and ethical conditions faced in different parts of the world. 
Lyons Seafoods will review its responsible sourcing policy as standards and science evolves. 
Each score will therefore be reviewed on an annual basis and improvement programmes will be agreed with each site of production over an agreed length of time. 
An active programme of documented supplier audits and visits will be maintained and Lyons Seafoods will only support suppliers who can satisfactorily demonstrate conformance to the Lyons Seafoods sustainability requirements.
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