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FARMED SHRIMP
SUSTAINABILITY POLICY
 
 
Lyons Seafoods Limited sources all its farmed shrimps from suppliers that can demonstrate compliance to the Best Aquaculture Practices (BAP) as laid down by the Global Aquaculture Alliance (GAA).
The BAP define the most important elements of responsible aquaculture and provide quantitative guidelines and auditing procedures by which to evaluate adherence to those practices. The Aquaculture Certification Council (ACC) runs the certification program which combines site inspections and effluent sampling with sanitary controls, therapeutic controls and traceability.
Lyons Seafoods sit on the board of both the ACC (Aquaculture Certification Council) and the GAA (Global Aquaculture Alliance).
Our sustainability policy addresses the following issues which are comprehensively covered in our ‘Farmed shrimp code of practice’.
 
The mangrove issue
 In the past, shrimp farming has damaged the natural mangrove forest. We require our suppliers to protect this valuable ecological resource and demonstrate a mangrove stewardship to conserve and replant mangroves. Our suppliers are now required to map their operation and the local mangrove area every two years to demonstrate both protection and reforestation. Many shrimp farming countries have governments which also monitor the mangrove habitat by aerial photographs and satellite imagery (Ecuador and Honduras for example).
  

The effluent issue
In the year 2000, the GAA set standards and targets governing water quality from shrimp farms.  We require all our suppliers to acknowledge and work towards these standards. We also promote and encourage a minimum water exchange policy.

 
The wild shrimp issue
All brood stock in shrimp farming used to be collected from the wild.  We are reducing this impact by:
 
a)      Increasing our buying of Vannamei shrimp, where brood stock is now fully  

            domesticated, i.e. not taken from the wild.
b) Sourcing Black Tiger from suppliers who recognise and support research 

       into domesticating their brood stock.
 
The fish meal issue
Some of our suppliers do not use feed at all in the raising of their shrimp, the shrimps are fed naturally

Where fish meal is used in the feed production for shrimp aquaculture, there have been accusations that the industry contributes to over fishing by demanding more fish meal production as it grows.  

It must be noted that fishmeal is produced from small, boney, and oily fishes, which are generally not suitable for direct human consumption. Secondly aquaculture is not causing over fishing of fishmeal stocks, annual worldwide fishmeal production has remained stable at 6-7 million metric tons. According to the UN Food and Agriculture Organisation, stocks used for fishmeal production are classified, not as “over fished” or “depleted”, but as “fully fished”.

The ethical issue
We are dedicated to the ongoing Ethical Trading Initiative and we include all their requirements into our Lyons Seafoods Ethical Trading Base Code.

We strive in building partnerships with all our suppliers to ensure that all and every one of them understands their responsibility for the labour and human rights practices to of all their workers. An active program of documented supplier audits and visits will be maintained and we will only support suppliers who can satisfactorily demonstrate conformance to the Lyons Seafoods Ethical Trading Base Code.

Antibiotics Issue

To combat and eliminate the illegal use of antibiotics in aquaculture Lyons source only from suppliers who can demonstrate full traceability and control from processing, ponds, feed mills back to broodstock.

Lyons is currently the only processor in UK with a fully accredited in-house testing capacity able to detect illegal usage of antibiotics down to the required level of 1.0ppb and below.

Environmental Issue
Lyons Seafoods is committed to a sustainable and ecologically sound Seafood industry operating in harmony with the environment. 
Fuel, lubricants and agricultural chemicals shall be stored and disposed of in a safe and responsible manner. Animal by-products, paper and plastic refuse shall be disposed of in a sanitary and responsible way.

Lyons Seafoods will work with suppliers to maintain high environmental standards and work towards the broader objective of long term sustainability.
The policy will be clearly communicated through the issuing of Lyons Seafoods Supplier Code of practice. 
Craig Walker

Managing Director
A member of
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